
Portugal is holding the Presidency of 
the Council of the European Union from 
January to June 2021, as part of the Trio 
Presidency of Germany, Portugal and 
Slovenia.  

Within this framework, the Portuguese 
Ministry of Education and the Portu-
guese National Youth Council are en-
gaged in the implementation of the EU 
Youth Dialogue and in organizing the 
EU Youth Conference in Portugal 
(12th-15th March). The EU Youth Dia-
logue is a European process that aims at 
consulting young people on policy 
topics that affect their lives and put 
them in a direct dialogue with policy 
and decision-makers. The topic of the 
8th Cycle is Youth Goal #9 “Space and 
Participation for All” under the title 
“Europe for YOUth - YOUth for Europe: 
Space for Democracy and Participation”.

Taking stock of this topic, a 48 hours 
digital hackathon will be organised as a 
side event of the EU Youth Conference 
in Portugal, from 12th March, at 00:00, to 
13th March, at 23:59 (WET). This activity 
seeks to foster and support the develop-
ment of innovative digital solutions, led 
by young people living in Europe, to 
tackle the barriers they find daily in 
participating in democratic political 
decision-making processes.

HACKATHON
48HSOLVE THE GAP

HACKATHON PRESENTATION

THE CHALLENGE

Young developers, social innovators and 
youth participation enthusiasts, organised in 
teams, are challenged to propose in 48 hours 
a digital tool aiming at boosting young 
people’s participation by tackling 5 challeng-
es:

Fight Youth Vote 
Abstention in 
Elections 

1

Youth Outreach and 
Access to 
Youth-Friendly Infor-
mation

2

Building 
Transparency and 
Trust in Government

3

Youth Engagement 
in Policy-Making4

Youth in Positions 
of Power 5

Why do young people vote less despite being 
the generation that will be most impacted by 
the outcome of an election?

Political agents, institutions, and governmental 
bodies are information producers and provid-
ers. But are they able to pass the message 
through? Do they know how to talk to and 
how to reach young people?

Decisions that are not relatable, understanda-
ble and that are hard to follow, tend to gener-
ate disbelief and erode trust. What can the 
democratic institutions do to ensure that their 
decisions are understandable and transparent?

Rumour has it that “young people don’t 
engage in traditional politics”. Does this mean 
that young people don’t care about politics and 
their future at all? How can young people be 
consulted and involved in policy-making in a 
meaningful way? 

Youth is often considered a liability because it is 
linked to inexperience. Could this inexperience 
and passion be an extremely valuable currency? 
How should and how could young people reach 
positions of power in decision-making process-
es?
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+ info: youth2021portugal.eu


